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Archaeological Cultures and Their Developmental Process in
Kangwon Province of Central Korea.

Hyuk-Jin Ro
Professor of Archaeology in Dept. of History Museum Director

This paper introduces archaeological cultures their and socio-political developmental process
in the Mountain East of Kangwon Province, which geographically occupies eastern region of
mid-central Korea. Most of major prehistoric and protohistoric cultural traditions in this region had
been formationed in the North Han River Valley, the mainstream river of the Mountain East of
Kangwon Province. The unique geomorphological features of the North Han River Valley seems to
have consistently impacted on cultural formation in the region throughout prehistoric and
protohistoric times - from ca. 6000 BC upto AD 300. Focused on this strong relationship between
cultural formation and geomorphological nature, this paper delineates major cultural traditions from
Neolithic upto state formation stages, and establish the socio-political development based on
archaeological evidences.
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Regional Systematic Survey and Settlement Archaeology Studies

Systematic, Regional Survey in the Rizhao Area: Possible Models for
Sociopolitical Organization During the Longshan Period

Anne Underhill
The Field Museum

Systematic regional survey is a valuable tool for revealing the complexity of Longshan
sociopolitical systems in the Haidai area. After completing ten seasons of systematic, regional
survey in the Rizhao area of southeastern Shandong, our Sino-American team has covered an area
947.7 km” in size and has discovered over 400 Longshan sites.

Two previously identified sites are major centers, Liangchengzhen in the north and
Yaowangcheng, 31 km to the south. There is a four-tiered settlement hierarchy in the surveyed
region for both the early and middle Longshan periods. This complex sociopolitical organization
developed rapidly, judging from the great increase in quantity of sites from the late Dawenkou (24)
to Longshan (425) periods in both the northern and southern areas.

New immigrants may have arrived with an already complex form of sociopolitical organization
that was quickly adapted to the sparsely populated area. A key question we will continue to address
is whether there was one large polity in the region, or whether there were two separate polities
during the Longshan period. We propose that the different settlement patterns around each center
indicate variation in elite strategies for economic control over surrounding areas.

The clear four-tiered settlement hierarchy in the region could represent development of an
incipient state, but other forms of evidence are needed to demonstrate centralization of power.
Further survey and excavation in the Rizhao area are needed to reveal material evidence for
economic and ideological control by elites at one or both centers over the surrounding settlements.
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How Systematic Settlement Pattern Survey Revolutionized
the Study of Complex Societies: A Global Perspective

Gary M. Feinman and Linda M. Nicholas
The Field Museum

Over the past 50 years, the archaeological study of complex societies has expanded beyond
mere description and classification to address questions of how these hierarchical socioeconomic
networks arose, changed over time, and varied from one world region to another. This expanded
agenda has enabled archaeology to become more than a source of artifacts for museums or a way to
verify later documents. After all, only archaeology has the potential to tell us how, where, and why
the first chiefs, cities, states, and markets arose in each global region. The expanded agenda and the
increasing richness of archaeology has been fostered by many factors, but few or none more
important than the emergence of systematic settlement pattern studies. This paper draws on
archaeological information from several areas of the world to illustrate how settlement archaeology
was a key to answering important and long-standing questions about the past while it also has
opened new issues of significance for further research.
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